
Len Morris designed his first 11’ scow Olive in 1928 in South Australia, about thesame time Joel Van Sant designed his 11’ singlehander on the East Coast of theU.S. Both these classes would develop separately under the same name, the Mothclass. It would take another 40 years before the Australian Moths would join theInternational Moths under a combined rule (which took most of the Australian rigrules).
Len Morris would design the Mk II scow in 1946 as a follow on to his first designand it became extremely popular in the 1950’s with over 500 built in Australia andmore in New Zealand (where it formed the basis for the one-design New ZealandMoth class). For the Mk II scow, Len would borrow the frame and girderconstruction from the wooden airplane engineers, probably the first one to applythis method of construction to boat building.
I’ve chunked the Mk II plans into a more friendly PDF format which might make itharder to follow compared to a nice big blueprint. There are no buildinginstructions so some of the details would have to be sussed out as you go along. Asfar as a rig, a Classic Moth rig would work with this hull or you could stick withthe rig Len Morris designed which is of higher aspect (17’ luff vs. 15’ luff for theClassic Moth).
Some people view the scows as boxy and ugly. Some find them beautiful and theysail well and plane extremely easy. I find them beautiful and this design would
make a good home build project. Rod Mincher




















